
Brief Introduction for Christmas Eve, 2020

I am so glad you came this evening.  In this year of isolation, each and every 
one of us is glad that the other is here to celebrate a huge event, a bigger solution than 
any vaccine against a bigger threat than any virus.

What is this evening’s celebration about?
On your bulletin covers it says, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.”  Do you know who said those words?  Or better, who 
sang them?  It was angels.  Not just an angel, or ten angels, but we are told it was “a 
great company of the heavenly host.”  Hundreds?  Thousands?  Which is pretty cool.  
Especially when you realize how often this happened.  That night in the pastures 
around the village of Bethlehem was the only time ever that the angel hosts of heaven 
have ever burst into a heavenly concert for a human audience.  Something unique and 
big must have happened that night!

That’s what our Nine Lessons and Carols communicates.  Through the nine 
Scripture readings we see Christmas in the big picture.  They takes us back to the first 
sin, the lethal disease that has infected all humanity.  They show us God’s plan, his 
solution: a Savior.  We hear God make promises of a Savior, and then, like the present 
under the tree, the wrapping paper is torn away and we get to see the gift itself.

May this evening’s program in word and song, not be a concert, but a worship 
service.  A service where God gives his best in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and where we 
give our best in attention and praise to our Savior God.

Let us pray.
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It is our mission to seek the 

unchurched, strive for spiritual 

growth, and to strengthen one 

Another through the Word of God 

and His Sacraments. 


